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NL Fem THE SHADE'S JOURN, 


there had been an attempt to overthrow 
diah Ri 


While unde ipauion and the bulle of m 
resistance fought Rikane's axmy in the 
streets. Jack and a small team of allies 
breached Rikane's castle to activate a device 
that would teleport in the Rannian army to 
aid the overthrow. 


«Med ie an ex-Green Lantern, 


revealed himself a traitor. 
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MAN, I WONDER 
HOW PAYTON'S: 
LUCK IS HOLDIN 


BETTER THAN 
MINE, I HOPE. 





\F NOT, THEN THE 
REVOLUTIONS 
GONE THE WAY OF 
THE E/GHT-TRACK. 





-- I WAS A GREEN LANTERN, 

AFTER ALL. YOU DON'T 

WEAR THE EMERALD RING 
WITH A DARK HEART. 


BUT THAT WAS A LONG 
TIME AGO. THANKS TO 
JORDAN, I'VE BEEN WITH- 
OUT MY RING FORA WHILE.! 
MY HEART'S HAD 77ME TO 

CHANGE HUE. 







LUCK'S HAD HER 
HANDS \N THE 

BAD GUYS' HIP 
POCKETS THIS 
WHOLE TIME. 


SO YOU'VE BEEN 
ATRAITOR, MEDPHYL 
iB SPY FOR RIKANE 

ALL THIS TME? 


RIKANE OFFERED ME POWER. 
SA PLANET TO RULE. 


WRONG BECAME 
RIGHT. EASILY... EASIER 
\ THAN I EVER THOUGHT 





w+, FINALLY 

TAKING OFF 

"7 GLOVES SO 
YOU CAN 

SCRATCH AN 


oN 
| 











NOW, PIE! 
DIE AND. 
8 


EGONE! 





LISTEN TO ME, GAVYN ! 
LISTEN | TRUST ME NOW AS 
YOU TRUSTED ME TIMES 
AGO! 


RIKANE'S POWER... 
THE STAFF. IT MERELY 
CHANNELS THE POWER 
WITHIN YOU! THAT'S 
ALLIT EVER DID! 


IT'S YOURS ! RIKANE 
MERELY STEALS OF IT 
BETTER THAN YOU KNOW 
HOW TO KEEP IT YOURS / 


YOU'RE HERE 

SOMEWHERE. 

COME ON, BABY, 
IDDY. 


=e 
COMEONCOMEON! 





TOO LATE, : 
RIKANE! 
je 


YOU CAN'T 
KEEP DANCING 
FOREVER. 





ANY LAST WORDS, 
TYRANT ? IT WILL BE 
b, Your EPITAPH. 


2 1 | NOTHING 
TO SAY, eh? 
THEN-- 


































g 


WHAT'S MY EXCUSE 
WAR? LIFE IN WARTIME 7 


| DEATH'S THE PASSENGER 
THAT SHARES YOUR RIDE? 






LEARNED THAT PAYTON HAD ba 
[eee GONE THE DISTANCE WITH 
RIKANE. 


I LEARNED 
LATER: 















|S THAT \T? 


I QUESTIONED THAT. 
I MEAN... PAYTON... 
WHAT I KNEW OF HIM 

+ HE WASN'TA 
KILLER. NO WAY. 










WILL COULDN'T 
EXPLAIN. NOT FULLY. 
HE SAID THAT AT 
THAT MOMENT, KE 
FOUGHT WITH A MIND 
NOT ENTIRELY HIS. 


I THINK I KNOW 
WHAT THAT MEANT. 


IN LIGHT OF WHAT 
FOLLOWED, AND ALL. 












——, 
GOD, I REMEMBER READ- 
ING THAT BIO OF VON 


HAMMER. HOW THE ENEMY 










WITH AN EMP/RE 
AT STAKE, PRINCE 
GAVYN TOOK NO 

PRIGONERS. 






—=S 


——= 
. MEDPHYL WAS A TRAITOR. 
7 - TRAITORS DIE. 
ee 
bax! ss. + | I FEEL LIKE CRYING. 








THE AIR SMELLS OF BURNED 
ASPARAGUS, AND I FEEL 
LIKE CRYING. 


; . VER?! HOW CAN YOU SAY 
ITS OVER, Y THAT, SIR? THE BATTLE RAGES 
PRINCESS { STILL OUTSIDE! AND WITH 

DELAKEN DEAD, RANN'S ARMY 
CAN WEVER REACH HERE ! 
































0°, Fi my 


SARDATH TRANSPORTED HIMSELF HERE 
\ WHEN THE BATTLE HAD ENDED. 
50, 9 Sa'0' a a ret 


THE SAME COLD SMU S50 WHAT DID 
YOU DOTOME, THAT 
TS SE NAY I COULD ACTIVATE 
THE THRONE? 











WHEN YOU ALMOST 
DIED ON RANN... WITH MY 
ALREAPY KNOWING YOU 
WERE ULTIMATELY e 
DESTINED To COME TO. I SUPPOSE 
THRONE WORLD, I THAT'S THE MORE 
PLANTED THE SAME READILY ACCEPTABLE 
NANOTECHS WITHIN YOU TERM. 
THAT WERE WITHIN 


VELAREN: i THE NEURAL 
@ fin SMT Ee 

THERE WAS ALSO A You 
NEURAL TRANSMITTER DO, IN THE EVENT YOU 
WITHIN YOUR ENCODING, NEEDED To. 
PROGRAMMED To UP- 
BOOT IF IT DETERMINED 

DELAREN WAS AO) I DON'T KNOW WHAT 

LONGER OPERABLE -- CHESS iS. 










WE BEGIN NEGOTIATING WITH MERRIA. IT /SN’T OUR AIMTO 
RULE THE CROWN IMPERIAL. WE MERELY WISH ITS DIVERSE 
WORLDS A PART OF OUR LEAGUE OF PLANETS. 










RIKANE WAS AN OPPONENT OF ITS FORMATION. 
HE FEARED 'T MIGHT UNDERMINE HIS EMPIRE. HE 
SOUGHT THE LEAGUE'S DISSOLUTION, GOMETHING 
I COULDN'T ALLOW. L BELIEVE THE EMPIRE'S 
QUEEN |S MORE AMENABLE TO AN ALLIANCE. 










BUT IN CASE YOU 
HAVEN'T HEARD.,, 








ARE YOU SURE, GAVYN? V«£ 

1 YOU MAY HAVE ARE YOU ABSOLUTELY 

ANEW KING TO SURE? ? A 
DEAL WITH, TOO. ‘| : 2 





LOOK, FOR THE LAST 
TIME, M/NTORR, I'M WILL 
PAYTON. OF EARTH. MY 

HOME. 





sh 


AFTER ALL I'VE SHOWN 
YOU,., AFTER ALL L'VE SAID, 
YOU STILL BELIEVE THIS? 


I BELIEVE IT'S 
POSSIBLE WHEN YOU 


I DON'T REMEMBER ANY- 
THING OF MMY LIFE AG GAVYN. 


I REMEMBER EVERYTHING 
ABOUT WILL PAYTON. I REMEMBER 


MY FIRST TOOTH, MY FIRST CAR. 


TOUCHED MY HEAD, 
TED 


T REMEMBER ‘SCHOOL AND WORK, 
I REMEMBER CHRISTMASES 
GONE By. 


GAVYN FOR A MOMENT 


I REMEMBER BEING PART 
AT THE START. 


OF THE K/6S ARMY. 


THAT'S WHY I 
FELT eeeneree 
TOF! THE 
EMPIRE. Funy r've 
KILLED. WHY I'VE 
DONE ALOTOF 


AND THOSE 
MEMORIEG.,. DEAD 
PAYTON'S MEMORIES 


MEMBER YOUR LIFE 
AS GAVYN. LITTLE 
BY LITTLE, YOU'LL 
BECOME A MAN 
WITH TWO PASTS. 


WHAT DID YOU FEEL WHEN YOU SAW 
MERRIA, BUDDY ? ANYTHING 7 


I DELIBERATELY 
HAVEN'T SEEN HER. IF I DON'T 
RECALL HER, I DON'T SEE WHAT 
GOOD IT'LL DO. AND /F SHE LOVED 
GAVYYN AS MUCH AS YOU SAY SHE 
DID, IT/LL BRING HER 
PAIN. 


THE EMPIRE |S 
YOURE, GANYN . 


I'M NO RULER. 

I'M JUST A GUY. HOW DO You 
GOVERN A HUNDRED PLANETS? 
WHAT K/ND OF MAN... WHAT KIND 
OF STRENGTH |S NEEDED FORA 

JOB LIKE THAT? MORE 

STRENGTH THAN I HAVE. 





A 'seeyoun | 
OPAL. 


les” 
REAR. me 
4 y oy 3 
NG / 












I'M TOLD YOU WORE THE FACE OF MY 
BELOVED GAVYN IN BATTLE. I’M TOLD 
‘ THAT THE WRAITH WHO WATCHED OVER 
IM WILL GAVYN SAID=- 


PAYTON. 
| ie 


M‘NTORR? HETOLD “a 
LIES. I’M NOT GAVYN. 
I'M SORRY, BUT PRINCE 

GAVYN IS DEAD. 






I’M WILL 
PAYTON. THAT'S 
ALL IAM. 











But x FELT IT 
WAS RUPE... NOT. 
TO SEE YOU... TELL YOU 
THE TRUTH ABOUT ME. I HAVE... 
L ALWAYS HAVE HAD THE ABILITY 
TO CHANGE MY FACE.., SUBTLY 
FROM PAYTON TO STARMAN. 







THAT POWER TO 
TAKE GAVYN'S 
FORM. 


WHAT ARE YOU I’M THINKING THAT I'D 
THINKING 7 KNOW GAVYN IF HE STOOD 
BEFORE ME... NOMATTER 
HOW HE LOOKED. 


AND YOU 
CAN TELL 
I'M NOT HIM, 
RIGHT? 














I DION'T 
SAY THA’ 





I'M SORRY, 
BUT NO MATTER 
WHAT YOU THINK 
I’M GOING TO 
EARTH 


I'LL BE 
HONEST,,, L ENVY 
GAVYN. HE HAD SOME- 

ONE LIKE YOU... 
SOMEONE HE LOVED ff 
TO THE VERY END... 


GOOD LUCK 
WITH YOUR EMPIRE, 
PRINCESS. 


BUT I'M 
NOT GAVYN. 
YOUR LOVE IS 





THE LAKE BY THE ROYAL 
RETREAT WILL BE LOVELY AT 
THIS CYCLE TIME . WHEN I RETURN 
WE'LL GO THERE. WE'LL BE 
ALONE TOGETHER. PERHAPS WE 
CAN GIVE THE PEOPLE THE 
PRINCE THEY CLAMOR FOR . 












I 


1S ITCOMING 
ACK 2 


DOING. HE COULD 

HAVE GIVEN ME 
GAVYN'S 

MEMORIES. 


BUT I THINK 


THOSE... THOSE 





N 
11 TO STAY HERE 
AWHILE AND 
MAKE SURE. 


oe MAY, 
I CALL YOU 
GAVYN? 





WERE WORDS GAVYN 
SAIP TOME! RIGHT 
BEFO 





MAYBE ONE 
DAYSO WILL 
rt. 


> SOYOU'RE\ 4 
STAYING? 


GOD, YOU SCARED WHO ARE YOU, } 
THE BEJEEZUS ANYWAY? 
Z Fe tiated OUT OF ME ! 
t 

THERE HAS 
Eee: LOOK, ALWAYS BEEN A 
M'NTORR, I'VE GUARDIAN OF THE 
GOT TO SAY, I STARS' MIGHT. 
DON'T APPRECI- ALWAYS. THERE 
ATE YOU CREEPING ALWAYS WILL. IT 
UPON ME LIKE WAS MY ROLE 
BOING TO HANG ; 
BUT YOU KNOW TAKE YOUR SHOES, 


iT? THAT! 
SUDDENLY = Gaetnniptes YOUR IDEA 


OF AN 
ome” 7H 
WiLL BE THE LAST EE NTION, 
TIME YOU SEE ME ce 
ATALL. MY JOB 
5 BONE. 





SAY, ONE THING... YOU MENTIONED A 

MYTH THAT SAYS I'M DESTINED TO DIE 

FOUR TIMES. THEN YOU SAID THAT MY $0 ARE YOU 

BEING KILLED FIGHTING ECLIPSO WMMORTAL 7 
WAS MY FOURTH DEATH. 


No, I'M 
BUT DON'T I HAVE i z 
TO DIE ONE MORE TIME? eure Dea, i 
I MEAN EVENTUALLY? | GAVYIN SAW” 


ME DIE. 


THAR Lan you 
TO FIND OUT FOR [oto 


YOURSEL| — XN 


—— INDEED, AND NOW 


> WITH YOU FINALLY BACK 
AMONG YOUR PEOPLE, I'm 
= MORE THAN DEAD... 








REMENBER THE cosmic \ 
WI oo 
WHAT'LL is oes 


iaeIT!S LIKE WHOEVER : 
WIELDS ITIS ARTOFA...A \ol 
STELLAR DYNASTY. OUR 


: POWER 16 40 CLOSE, OURS 
AND MINE, IT ALMOST. 
LONE te ELL MAKES US BROTHERS. 
Paco 
iN 
I'D SURE LIKE TO 
ee cee, THINK OF IT-THAT WAY. 
I'VE LEARNED HAVING 
WE'LL RETURN We A BROTHER ISA BOOP 
THEM TO THEIR THING. 
WORLDS, THOSE THAT 
CHOOSE NOTTO 
REMAIN HERE. 





SARDATH, 


AND BE% 


YOU GOT ME. TACK 
KNIGHT... A NICE GUY, BUT 
WHAT A WEIRDO. 








Aye , 
NOW ALL I FEAR Ff v4 
Borate hot 
AFTER EVERYTHING 
S'VE SEEN, WILLSHE 
LOOK THE SAME? 














Fae Ngee . ’ ¢ 1 BUT GO BACK AND LOOK AT 
Aeopie we vet. ca THEM A FEW YEARS LATER, THEIR . 
PEAK : : 7 HAIR'S WRONG. BODY SHAPE 2 
Vice. MAKEUP. THE PHOTOGRAPHY 
‘4 STYLE. HELL, EVEN THE GRAINOF Ld 


7 : y THE EMULSION LOOKS WRONG. 
THE HEROES. y ( i lige 


AFEW YEARS IS 
EVERYTHING. ALL IT TAKES. 
SPACE. TIME. 


Z WONDER IF A FEW Z/LLION : 

Z WEVER THOUGHT 1'D BEM Mies away WiLL 

‘SAY THIS, NEVER SAME FOR NE AND OPAL 
DREAMED... 

LAM S000 GLAD T i 

WENT into space. i 

WHAT AN HONOR. 


TOHAVE SEEN SO 
MUCH TO TAKE THE 
WAME OF STARMAN 

SO FAR. 




















+nHOW MUCH THE ROLE 
‘OF STARMAN MEANS 
TOME. I HOPE I CAN 
BEAR THAT NAME 
FOREVER, 


Bestarman ) 4 . 
Y FOREVE! ere 


AND HOLD SADIE 
IN MY ARMS. 


Me 
| 
al 


























DY=y-[elant-]amaclele 


“THIS 1S WHAT 
SOME 
LOOKS LIKE” .- ie 





we 


